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Teacher Talk: Skills for
Creativity in the Classroom.

 Ownership - Connection1.
 Engagement - Relevance2.
 Flow - Rhythm3.

Whichever educational model you work within or curriculum framework you use, these skills
offer techniques to support teachers in any classroom. Succinct and referenced, they
include creative practical approaches to teacher talk, an indication of the mental model
used, references, and further resources.

Use group work, think-pair-share or snowballing to
create the expectation for student involvement;

Listen out for original insights or observations;

Identify and reflect back those insights, using the
student’s exact and name-checked keywords, and
use them as catchphrases to name key learnings
for the subject (see examples below);

Judiciously return to those name-checked
keywords to build an owned landscape of learning.

Ownership: Personalise the learning narrative through connection.
Ownership can be seen as how much students are able to lay claim to insights and have
them named either for themselves or their classmates. This helps students navigate
subjects, forming a deeper connection to their growing understanding.
To use this tool you will need to listen out for students’ insights and then exactly quote those
insights back to the class, using the student’s name.  In order to establish a constantly
expanding landscape of learning, return to the student’s insights as a reference point for
the dialogue within the classroom. 

Catchphrases of Connection: At-a-glance
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Catchphrase: “Jabari’s Seawater”

How it works Teacher Talk Lesson Material

In a KS4 Chemistry lesson on
neutralisation, Jabari notices and
comments that “seawater is salt
and water.”

You can use this moment as an
anchor for the class in
understanding that in any
neutralisation reaction of a base
and an acid, you will get a salt
and water.

Instead of referring back to the
principle, there is an opportunity
to refer back to the student
who said it, and specifically how
they said it, as a way to
personalise the learning
narrative in the classroom.

Teacher: “If we go back to
Jabari’s Seawater, we
know that the end result of
any neutralisation reaction is
a salt and water.”

Whilst Jabari’s link to
seawater is not the equation
itself, it is a useful mnemonic
to lead there, and one which
is imaginative and personal.

Using the catchphrase
‘Jabari’s Seawater’, you are
able to refer the class back
to this specific learning
moment (rather than the
script in the textbook)
further personalising their
learning experience and
solidifying it in their memory.

In any neutralisation reaction,
the result will always be a salt
and water.

This neutralisation reaction can
be written as either (for
example):

acid + base → water + salt

HCl(aq) + KOH(aq) → H 2O(ℓ) +
KCl(aq)

Hydrochloric acid + potassium
hydroxide → water + potassium
chloride

Example 1: KS4 Chemistry
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Catchphrase: “Bella’s Lasagna”

How it works Teacher Talk Lesson Material

In a KS4 English lesson, while
studying the opening lines of
Shakespear’s Romeo & Juliet,
Bella compares the text with the
wordplay found in the Lil Wayne
song 6 Foot, 7 Foot.

She comments “the wordplay of
colliers, choler and collar makes
me think of ’real Gs move in
silence like lasagna’ from the Lil
Wayne song. It’s wordplay as well
isn’t it?”

The parallels between
Shakespeare’s language and the
rap lyrics extend beyond iambic
pentameter, and in this example,
Bella observes that they both use
wordplay. This is a great
opportunity to use  the
catchphrase ‘Bella’s Lasagna’ as
a way of personalising the
learning experience in the
classroom.

Teacher: “Here we have a
case of Bella’s Lasagna
again but this time in
Shakespeare’s Hamlet...”

"Bella's Lasagna" becomes
a catchphrase for wordplay,
just as "Jabari's Seawater"
does for neutralisation
reactions.

This catchphrase can be
used to refer to this
particular learning moment
when dealing with different
examples of wordplay,
further cementing the
understanding of wordplay
for the whole class.

The key to creating this
mnemonic for the class is in
connecting the learning to
the person, their classmate,
Bella.

Excerpt from Shakespeare’s
Romeo & Juliet.

Samp: Gregory, on my word,
we’ll not carry coals. 

Greg: No, for then we should be
colliers.

Samp: I mean, and we be in
choler, we’ll draw.

Greg. Ay, while you live, draw
your neck out of collar. 
Romeo and Juliet I.1.1-4.

Example 2: KS4 English
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Catchphrase: “Jenny’s Camels”

How it works Teacher Talk Lesson Material

In a KS2 Geography lesson,
the class have been adopting
directions of travel from the
classroom itself into the 24
directions of the compass rose.

Jenny’s adopted direction of
South East (SE) takes her
through Genoa, Shalateen,
Sanaa, Maldives & Seychelles.

In her presentation to the class,
camel trading in Shalateen
catches the imagination of the
other children. You create the
catchphrase ‘Jenny’s Camels’
as you refer to further
locational, spatial and
environmental knowledge.

Teacher: “Jenny’s Camels help
us to remember that
Shalateen is based in the South
East, further than Genoa but
not quite as far as Sanaa.”

While the classes fascination
with the camels in Jenny’s
presentation aren’t a direct link
between their locational and
spatial awareness, they create
a powerful evocation of their
geographic knowledge.

Using the catchphrase ‘Jenny’s
Camels’ you can refer your
students back to this learning
moment, further personalising
their learning experience and
solidifying it in their memory.

Class ‘Map’ activity: 

In developing locational, spatial
and environmental knowledge,
use the classroom as a map,
with the compass on the floor
in the centre of the room
(either drawn on a large piece
of paper or using a real
compass). 

Give each student one of the
24 compass rose directions to
map their own journey using
the world map on the
classroom wall.

Ask the students to create a
short presentation, detailing
some of the local events or
attractions associated with the
journey points on their map.

Catchphrases of Connection: Classroom Inspired Examples

Example 3: KS2 Geography
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Waldorf Learning Foundation is a charity rooted in innovative insights into healthy child
development, focused on educating the whole child. It’s our mission to move on from the
perception that being creative entails a lack of structure or accountability. Waldorf Learning
Foundation offers leadership in creative learning approaches that will challenge, influence
and engage. We are committed to bringing new, modern perspectives to education with a
collaborative, inclusive and sustainable approach.

References & Further Resources

Hattie, J. (2008). Visible Learning: A Synthesis of Over 800 Meta-Analyses Relating to
Achievement (1st ed.). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203887332

Koeman, K, (2018). Student Ownership, Engagement, and the Love of Learning:
Investigating the Correlation of Student Ownership to Student Engagement. Master of
Education Program Theses. 125. https://digitalcollections.dordt.edu/med_theses/125

Miller, D.L. (2015). Cultivating Creativity. The English Journal, July 2015, Vol. 104, No. 6, pp. 25-
30. National Council of Teachers.

Voltz, D. L., & Damiano-Lantz, M. (1993). Developing Ownership in Learning. TEACHING
Exceptional Children, 25(4), 18-22. https://doi.org/10.1177/004005999302500405

Copyright 2024All rights reserved.

Tell us what you think:

Get in Touch

If you found this resource helpful, or if
you would like to request a specific
resource, let us know by pressing the
button below.

Who are we?

Parts 2 & 3, Engagement & Flow: coming soon

“Generative energy surges in climates of discovery,
invention, and investigation – where people engage
in higher order thinking, probe with questions, and
solve complex problems that have more than one
answer; when ownership, engagement and flow
are central to learning.”

Donna L. Miller (2015)
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